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WRITTEN BY NWS BROWNSVILLE
..CONTINUING SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK IN TEXAS...

DEADLIEST TEXAS TORNADOES

TORNADOES OVER TEXAS HAVE LEFT A LEGACY OF DEATH AND DESTRUCTION
OVER THE PAST 50 YEARS.  THE VIOLENT CLASHES OF COLD SPRINGTIME
STORMS WITH WARM MOIST AIR FROM THE GULF OF MEXICO OFTEN PRODUCE
EXTREME OUTBREAKS OF LARGE AND DESTRUCTIVE STORMS KNOWN AS
SUPERCELLS.  SOME OF THE MOST DUBIOUS BYPRODUCTS OF THESE INTENSE
STORMS ARE DEADLY TORNADOES.

ONE OF THE DEADLIEST TORNADOES IN RECENT TEXAS WEATHER HISTORY
AFFECTED JARRELL...TEXAS ON MAY 27...1997.  THIS VIOLENT F5
TORNADO KILLED 27 PEOPLE AND INJURED 12.  IT SWEPT A PATH 7.6
MILES LONG AND APPROXIMATELY 1320 YARDS WIDE THROUGH A
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION OF JARRELL.  THE TORNADO ALSO DESTROYED
30 PERMANENT HOMES...EIGHT MOBILE HOMES...AND THREE BUSINESSES.

ANOTHER DEADLY TORNADO AFFECTED THE TOWN OF SARAGOSA ON MAY 22...
1987.  THE VIOLENT F4 TORNADO KILLED 30 PEOPLE AND INJURED 121. 
THE TORNADO DAMAGE PATH WAS 3 MILES LONG AND APPROXIMATELY 1000
YARDS WIDE.  SIXTY-ONE HOMES WERE DESTROYED... APPROXIMATELY 85
PERCENT OF THE TOWN.

ONE OF THE MOST-DESTRUCTIVE TORNADOES IN RECORDED WEATHER HISTORY
AFFECTED WICHITA FALLS...TEXAS ON APRIL 10...1979.  THIS VIOLENT
F4 TORNADO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING 45 PEOPLE AND INJURING
OVER 1700.  THE TORNADO DAMAGE PATH WAS 47 MILES LONG AND AROUND
1300 YARDS WIDE.  THE STORM LEFT 20000 PEOPLE HOMELESS AND
DESTROYED NEARLY 3100 HOMES.

MAY IS THE MOST ACTIVE MONTH FOR TORNADOES IN TEXAS. BETWEEN 1950
AND 1995...1802 TORNADOES WERE REPORTED DURING THE MONTH OF MAY. 
APRIL IS THE NEXT ACTIVE MONTH... REPORTING ONLY HALF AS MANY AS
MAY...WITH 923 TORNADOES.

AS TEXAS HEADS TOWARD THE PEAK MONTHS IN THE ANNUAL TORNADO
CYCLE...A FEW SAFETY TIPS COULD PROVE TO BE LIFE SAVERS WHEN
TWISTERS THREATEN.  IF YOU FIND YOURSELF IN A HOME OR BUILDING...
MOVE TO A BASEMENT SHELTER. IF SUCH A SHELTER IS NOT AVAILABLE...
FIND AN INTERIOR ROOM OR HALLWAY ON THE LOWEST FLOOR AND GET
UNDER STURDY FURNITURE.  STAY AWAY FROM WINDOWS.  WATCH FOR



FLYING DEBRIS.  FINALLY...IF YOU ARE IN A MOBILE HOME...LEAVE AND
SEEK A STURDIER SHELTER.
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